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NEWS CONFERENCE 7390 


AT THE WHITE HOUSE 

. WITH PIERRE SALINGER 
DECEMBER 3, 1962 
12:24 P.n. EST 
SONDAY 

MR. SALINGER: I have a few items here, 

First, the President has received a report of the 
Board he appointed to look into the dispute between the Inter- 
oational Association of Hachinists and the Lockheed Airc aft 
Corporation, and following receipt of that report has written 
a letter to the Attorney General calling on him to take actions 
under the provisions of secticn 208 of the Labor-Management 
Relations Act of 1847 to seek an injunction against continuance 


of the strike. This is following the provisions of the Taft- 
NY Hartley Act. 


QUESTION: The 80 days? 
ΜΗ. SALINGER: That is correct. 


QUESTION: Do you know where they are goiag to ask 
the injunction? 


MR. SALINGER: I do not know that; no. 


QUESTION: Pierre, those men have already gone back 
to work, but you are setting up the legal SG-day wait? 


i WR, SALINGER: That is correct. 
QUESTION: Are you going to have copies of tnis? 
ΜῈ, SALINGER: They gave it out, 
QUESTION: Is the President's letter included in this’ 


ΜῈ, SALINGER: Yes, six, It is in your package. t's 
τοῦ all stop and study our packages for a few minutes. 


The other item is the list of those attending tie 
luncheon today for the members of the Cabinet from Japan who are - 


here. on 


QUESTION: Pierre, is there any chance of any sound 
film of any kind in connecticn with this luncheon? 


“ 


- 


. WR, SALINGER: I don't think so; no, sir. It is ἃ 
reguiar luncheons and will be handled as all luncheons are. 
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ΜῊ, SALINGER: The United States Cabinet group went to 
Japan last year and they are paying a return visit. Theix 
interests are wide, but mainly in the field of economics. 


QUESTION: Do you expect toasts? 


dik, SALINGER: 1 expect toasts, which we will put out 
this afternoon. 


QUESTION: What can you tell us about thea NSC meeting? 


MR, SALINGER: The Executive Committee of the National 
security Council met for about an hour and 20 minutes this 
mornincg. I would say the bulk of that was taken up by a report 
from Governor Harriman and other members of his fact-finding 
mission on tha situation in India, I won't have anything more 
to say about that particular aspect except to Say they did make 
a report to the full group and that was followed by a shorter 
discussion on Cuba, with particular attention to the continuing 
discussions batween the United States and Soviet represeutatives 
to the UN in New York, 


QUESTION: What was said about negotiations on India 
and Pakistan on Kashmir? 


MR, SALINGER: The subject of Kashmir did come up at 
the meeting this morning, 


QUESTION: Have you been asked to comment op the 
article in the Saturday Eveaing Post by Stewart Alsop and 
Cnarles sartlett about ambassador Stevenson's role? 


WR, SALINGER: Let me read you a short statemert on 
that. 


QUESTION: By the President? 


ΜΗ, SALINGER: wy statement. 
---....... .. 

"The preceediags cf the National Security Council 
have been secret since its founding in 1947 and will 
continues to be. The various positions of members of the 
National Security Council taken during deliberations must 
also remain secret in order to permit access by the 
President to the frank expression of views. 


"E can State flatiy, however, that Ambassador 
Stevenson strongly supported the decision tcken by the 
President on the quarantine and brilliantly developed 
the United Sgates position at the United Nations during 
tre davs w i Leased τς 


I A? THE WHits HOUss: 


WITH PIERRE SALINGER 
DECEMBER 3, 1962 
12:24 P,in. Sst 
tfAONDAY 
aR. SALINGER: I have a few items hers, 
First, the President has received a report of the 
Board he appointed to look into the dispute between the Inter- 
national Association of itiachinists and the Lockheed Airc aft 
Corporation, and following receipt of that report has written 
a letter to the Attorney General calling on him to take action 
under the provisions of secticn 208 of the Labor-Wanagement 
Relations Act of 1947 to seek an injunction against continuance 
of the strike. This is following the provisicns of the Taft- 
Hartley Act. 
QUESTION: The 80 days? 
HR. SALINGSR: That is correct. 


QUESTION: Do you know where thsy are goiag to ask 
the injunction? 


MR, SALINGER: I do not know that; no. 


QUESTION: Pierre, those men have already goae back 
to work, but you are setting up the legal GOeday wait? 


WR, SALINGER: That is correct. 
QUESTION: Are you going to have copies of this? 


MR, SALINGER: They gave it out. 


QUESTION: Is the Presideat's letter included in this’ 


AR, SALINGER: Yes, sir. It is in your package. Le 
all stop and study our packages for a few minutes. 


The other item is the list of those attending the 


luncheon today for the members of the Cabinet from Japan who are 


here. 


QUESTION: Pierre, is there any chance of any sound 
film of any Kiad in connection with this luncheon? 


WR, SALINGER: I don’t think so; no, Sir. itis a 
regular luacheon and will be handled as ali iuncheons are. 


QUESTION: Which of the matters particularly does 
the President wish to discuss with the ministers? Can you say? 
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ΜῈ, SALINGER: I expect toasts, which we will put out 
this afternoon. 


QUESTION: What can you tell us about tha NSC meeting? 


MR, SALINGEK: The Executive Committee of the National 
Security Council met Zor about an hour and 20 minutes this 
morning. I would say the bulk of that was taxen up by a report 
from Governor Harriman and other members of his fact-finding 
mission on the situation ia India, I won't have anytning more 
to say about that particular aspect except to say they did make 
a report to the full group and that was followed by a shorter 
discussion on Cuba, with particular attention to the continuing 
discussions between tne Usited States and Soviet represeiutatives 
to the UN in New York. 


QUESTION: What was said about negotiatioos on India 
and Pakistan on Kashmir? 


MR, SALINGER: The subject of Kashmir did come up αὖ 
the meeting this morning. 


QUESTION: Have you been asked to comment oa the 
article in the Saturday Eveaing Post by Stewart Alsop and 
Charles Bartiett about imcassador Stevenson's role? 


MR, SALINGER: Let me read you a short statement on 


QCUESTION: By the President? 


MR. SALINGER: iy statement. 
-------΄-͵...΄.. 

"The proceediags of the National Security Council 
have been secret since its founding in 1947 and will 
continue to be. The various positions of members of the 
National Security Council taken during deliberations must 
also remain secret in order to permit access by the 
President to the frank expression of views. 


"Y can state flatiy, however, that AmbaSsador 
Stevenson strongly supported the decision taken by the 
President on the quarantine and brilliaatly developed 
the United Syates position at the United Nations during 
the days which followed. He also played the key role 
in the negotiations at the Unitsd Nations on the Cuban 
matter,? 


QUESTION: End of statement? 
MB. SALINGER: End of statement. 


QUESTION: Pierre, could you tell us --‘the Governor 
was down here this morning, we understand. 
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| ΜῈ, SALINGER: Governor Stevenson participated this 
morning in the meeting of the National Security Council Executive 
Comuittee, 


a. Could you tell us whether he and the President 
ciscussed the article in the Saturday Evening Post? 


MR. SALINGER: I couldn't teil you that. He came dowa 
to attend the meetire. 


@. Pierre, this statement doesn't -- maybe I missed 
it -- deai with whether or not, during the course of it you tell 
part of what occurred on Stevenson's position. The story, as I 
understand it, says he at one point advocated an exchange, or 
Somes arraugement on cur missile bases, Did he ever advocate any 
such thing? 


HMR, SALINGER: f think my statement Speaks for 
itself. Tho early part of my statement covers that point. 


Q. I think the statement states that is support. 
What preceded his support of it? 


MR. SALINGER: I think I made it clear. 
ἃ. This is certainly a hatchet job on Adlai if you 8 


go no furtner. . 


met 


MR. SALINGER: Do you want to sit on this side 
and take over my place? 


ῷ. In other words, it is going to be left as a 
hatchet job. 


MR. SALINGER: I think my position is very clear, 
Q. iI don't think that is clear. 


Qa, Do you anticipate that Adiai is going to stay as 
Ambassador to the UNT 


“MR, SALINGER: There is absoiutely no question about it. 
ane TLL LS SI TO at Ne, SPS AEE Ae ae τ οἰ ne ee ον ΝΆ ΜΧΚ.ῃΝ 


/ ὃ. Pierre, can you recail the last time you made a 
Y statement of this kind where it wasn't a White Eouse statement? 


MR, SALINGER: A number of times, 
Q. In a matter as critical as this? 


ce ΝΣ MR, SALINGER: Frequently. 
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with ἃ woole lot of help from tre White House. 


" MR. SALINGER: Let me go on BACKGROUND for the elements 
of that matter which are touched on in the article by Mr. Roberts 
in the Washington Post this morning. 


ee. Ue Be αὶ KS 


First of 421, the President, in a number of post~ 
mortems woich have taken place om the Cuban matter, has never 
discussed the matter with any single reporter. That goes for 
lir, Bartlett, Stewart Alsop, Knebel, the gentleman from the New 
York Times who prepared their post-mortems, and any others which 
are underway. He has not talked with anyone. 


the text in advaace, as has been said in some quarters. We did 
not sse it until the Saturday Evening Post came to this office 
5 this morning. 


ἴ The White House did not see or was not asked to clear 


Now, Number 3, I think any faireminded examination 
of the reports of Mr. Bartlett over a period of time will demon- 
strate that he has not used any information of an inside nature 
from the White House in his writings. 

QA. Are you aware in saying that that it was Hiir. 
Bartiett, I believe, who had the first report of Chester Bowles 
that preceded his movement? 


MR, SALINGER: I am fully cognizant and make that state- 
ment in: light of tkrat. 


Q. There is a difficulty because of the relationship 
of Charlie Bartlett with the President. Now, in Charles xXoberts' 
story this morning, he mentions εἶχ. Bartlett carrying a message 
between the Soviet Embassy and tre white Xouse, 


\ MR, SALINGER: Let me again say on BACKGROUND, ἄχ, 
ς. Roberts is entirely inaccurate. 


Q@. On that point? 


UR, SALINGER: On that point. It is a fact that σ᾿ 
Eolshakov had lunch with Bartlett and told him of the conver~- 
Sation with Khrushchev, but this taok place two days aiter the 
President made his October 22nd speech, and, therefore, could 
not be considered anywhere in the nature of a message trom 
Khrushchev to the President through Bartlett. 


8, Pierre, does the White House take the Saturday 
Evening Post by subscription?  __ ΝΞ oo 


le ee ee στοῦ eee 


discussed the articie in the Saturday Evening Post? 


MR. SALINGER: I couldn't tell you that. He came down 
to attend the mecting. 


Q@. Pierre, this statement doesn't -- maybe I missed 
it -- deal with whether or not, during the course of it you tell 
part of what occurred on St tevenson' s poSition. The story, as I 
understand it, says he at one point advocated an exchange, or 
some arrangemen’ on our missile bases. Did he ever advocate any 
such thing? 


( \ MR, SALINGER: 1 think my statement speaks for 
\v r, δ, itself. Tho early part of my statement covers that point. 


~~ 
\> Q. I think the statement states that is support. 
ΔΝ What preceded his support of it? 
δ ΜΗ, SALINGER: I think I made it clear. 


ῷ. This is certainly a hatchet job on Adlai if you 4 
ZO Ὧο further, 


“UR, SALINGER: Do you want to sit on this side 
and take over my place? 


ῷ. In other words, it is going to be left as a 
hatchet job. 


42, SALINGER: Σ think my position is very clear. 
Q. I don't think that is clear. 


9, Do you anticipate that Adiai is going to stay as 
Ambassador to the UN? 


HMR, SALINGER: There is absolutely no question about it. 
gee TES INS Oe A, SSE SON Oe el SN ee er ἢ Ἔσο 


WA @. Pierre, can you recail the last time you made a 
Statement of this kind where it wasa'*t a White House statement? 


MR, SALINGER: A number of times, 
Q. In a matter as critical as this? 
me WR, SALINGER: Frequently. 


9. Do you interpret this as an endorsement of Adlai 
by the President or by the Press Secretary? 


MR. SALINGER: This statement was prepaved ὁ and cleared 
with the Knowledge and advice Of the President. 


Q. Pierre, we are under the impression from that the 
story in the Pest was prepared by Stewart Alsop and also Charles 
Bartlett, who has an unyisual relationsnip with tne President, 
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First of all, the President, in a number of post- 
mortems woica have takea place on the Cuban matter, has never 
discussed the matter with any single reporter. That goes for 
iir, Bartlett, Stewart Alsop, Knebel, the gentleman from the New 
York Times who prepared their post-mortems, and any others which 
are underway, He has not talked with anyone, 


The White House did not see or was not asked to clear 
the text in advance, as has been said in some quarters. We did 
not 596 it until the Saturday Evening Post came to this office 
this morning. 


Now, Number 3, I think any fair-minded examination 
of the reports of Mr. Bartlett over a period of time will demon- 
strate that he has vot used any information οὗ an inside nature 
from the White House in his writings. 


Q. Are you aware in saying that that it was Hr. 
Bartlett, I beliave, who had the first report of Chester Bowles 
that preceded his movement? 


MR, SALINGER: I am fully cognizant and make that state- 
ment in. light of that. 


Q. There is a difficuity because of the relationship 
of Charlie Bartlett wits the President. Now, in Charles noberts' 
story this noraing, he mentions lir. Bartlett carrying a message 
petween the Soviet Embassy and the White House. 


MR, SALINGER: Let me again say on BACKGROUND, Hr, 
Roberts is entirely inaccurate, 


Q. On that point? 


IQR. SALINGER: On that point. It is a fact that kr. 
Bolshakov had luach with Bartlett and told nim of the conver-~ 
Sation with Khrushchev, but this took place two days after the 
President made his October 22nd speech, and, therefore, could 
not be considered anywhere in the nature of a message from 
Rhrushchev to the vresidert through Bartlett. 


Q. Pisrre, does the White Houses teke the Saturday 
Evening Fest by subscription? 


YR. SALINGER: They send it to us. We get it. 


Q, Pierre, on that point, did Mr. Bolshakov attempt 
to communite ary views to tne Attorney General or to any members 
of the Administration following his return from Moscow? 


| Hk. SALTANGER: IT wouldn't oe in a position to comment 
on that. 72 only know, again on BACKGROUND, no views were σοὺς 
municated from Bolshaxov to any member of the Administration 
prior to the October 22nd speech, : 
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Q. Would - you put it on the record, this denial of 


the Bolshakov relationship? 


MR, SALINGER: I. would rather leave it that way. 


Q. The article in the magazine is in error in that 


resyvect; is that right? 


ΜΈ. SALINGER: I haven't read it that carefully. 


4 am only referring to Roverts? analysis of the articie. 


ῷ. You ‘Say no ons communicated via Bolshakov? 


HR. SALINGER: On this matter prior to October 22nd; 


that is correct. 


oe “Your directive > ought, to ‘give you some hiat about 


Q. Then you are: ) saring that Joseph Alsop's reports 


~ on that fact are inaccurate? 


HR, SALINGER: Which reports? 


Q.. Joseph Alsop reported this on two occasions, 


before the Saturday Evening Post article, that Bolshakov passed 


tais iniormation along to a bigh- ~level member of the Adninistra- 
tiog, | 


Ἕ 


MR. “SALTNGER: I will tell you again, for BACKGROUND, 
that is inaccurate. He did not ‘communicate a message to any 


member of the Administration, 


Ω. Bolshakov didn't do anything in this, as far as 


you Ismow, prior to tae October ρα speech? 


MR SALINGER: ‘That is correct. 


a. Subsequent to that, the. conversation between 


Τὴ βββονοιον and Bartlett was relayed to the President, 


HR, “SALINGER: I an confident it gas. 


ΕΣ Has” ‘there been any ‘effort by tie President το 


tracks down whe gave the information to Bartlett and Alsop and, 
op Ae SO, has there been a neprimand? : _ 


cn 


“HR, SALINGER: -Again, ‘for BACKGROUND, 1 don't know | 


“who talked. with Bartlett. or Alsop. al have no > idea. be ΙΝ 
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: @. We have had another instance when Stew Alsop 

hed an interview with the President and wrote a piece in the 
Saturday Evering Post about the United States taking a pre- 
emptive first stake and you had to knock that down. That actually 
was based on an interview. 


9. There was no interview. 
MR, SALINGER: There was no interview; that is correct. 
' AS long as we are talking about error, in Roberts’ story this 
morning he says that Stevenson came to Wachington on Saturday to 


wake his views known,- Mr. Stevenson did, in fact, came to 
Washington on Tuesday and was in town all week, 


Q. Tuesday prior? 
WR, SALINGER: Tuesday. 


@. Did Stevenson ask for HcClioy here, or were they 
assigned to him? 


? MR, SALINGER: For BACKGROUND, it is my understanding he 
ΝΒ VA asked for icCloy. 


Qe You Say Stevenson came whea tie President first 
learned about the missiles, | 


ΜΉ, SALINGER: That is correct. 
Q. He stayed here all week? 
MR, SALINGER: That is correct. 


xe Be & HE κα 


yo δ. On the matter cf the statement you just gave us 
; _ on the record, the latter part where you say Stevenson strongly 
- supported the decision taken by. the President, and your refere 
~ @nee ahead of that to the security wrap on NSC matters, it seems 
‘to me that the White House is neither confirming or denying the 
allegation of Stevenson being seft on the Οὐδ line.. 


“MR . SALINGER: I think my statement is very right. 


oe a Pierre, I am just trying to find out where you yf 
Want to leave this. ΝΞ ΕΣ . Ν᾿ ” of 


‘ER, _SALINGER: | ΠῚ Bave tert this. 


ow" Q,-. The article in the magazine is in error in that 
respect; is that right? το 


HR, SALINGER: t haven't read it that carefully. 
1 am only referring to Roberts * analysis of the article. 


Q. You say no ons communicated via Bolshakov? 


MR, SALINGER: On this matter prior to October 22nd; 
that is correct. 


Q. Then you are saving that Joseph Alsop's reports. 
on that fact are inaccurate? 


MR, SALINGER: Which reports? — 


| Q.. Joseph Alsop reported this on two occasions, 
before the Saturday Evening Post article, that Bolshakov passed 
tais information atong to a high- ~ievel member of the Administra- 
tion, . — ~~ 


“- 
— 


uR. “SALT NGER: I will tell you again, Yor BACKGROUND, 
that is inaccurate. He did not communicate @ message to any 
member of the Administration. 


: Q. Bolshakov didn't do anything in this, as far as 
you know, priox to the October 2cnd speech? — 


UR, -_ SALINGER: That ig correct. 


2. Subsequent to that, the conversation between 
Bolshakov and Bartlett was relayed to the President. 


HR. “SALINGER: 1 am confideat it was. 


| | .Q. - Has there been any ‘effort by the President to 
track down who gave the information to Bartlett and Alsop and, 
iz SO, has there. basn a reprimand? 


+ WR, SALINGER: Again, for BACKGROUND, Σ᾿ don''t know 2 
who talked with Bartlett or Alsop. I nave no idea. | - ' 
ν΄ 


ΠΝ ee Your directive > ought to. ive you some hint about 
thats °F 


~ wR, SALINGER: This: isa very good ‘indication of the 
failure of this directive, | | 


β ἴα, Pierre, when you say that SO far as you know, 
Charles Bartlett has never been using. the information he may hava 
acquired in his unique relationship with the Presideut, how would 
you be in 8 position to. ‘know what the President was communicating 
Ὅ Bartlett? ee , 7 | | 


HR,° SALINGER: | “Again, for BACKGROUND, I have to take 
the President "s word | for that. = : | ee 


-emptive first stake and you bad to knock that down. That actually 
was based on an interview. 


Q. There was no interview. 


UR, SALINGER: There was no- interview: that is correct. 
' AS long as we are talking about error, in Roberts' story this 
morning he says that Stevensca came to Wachington on Saturday to 
make his views known. Mr. Stevenson did, in fact, came to 
Washington on Tuesday and was in town all week, 


@. Tuesday prior? 
HA. SALINGER: Tuesday. 


| Q. Did Stevenson ask for McCioy here, or were they 
assigned to him? 


MR, SALINGER: For BACKGROUND, it is my understanding he 
asked for Metloy. 


Qe You say Stevenson came when the President first 
iearned about the missiles, 


ΜῈ, SALINGER: That is correct. 
~Q. He stayed here ail week? 
MR, SALINGER: That is correct. 


“eS ee K MS 


Ve Q. On the matter of the statement you just gave us 

. on the record, the latter part where you say Stevenson strongly 

supported the decision taken by the President, and your refer- 
enee ahead of that to the security wrap on NSC matters, it seems 
“to me that the White House is acither confirming or denying the 
allegation ef Stevenson being soft on the Cuba line. 


MR, SALINGER: I think wy statement is very right. 


| | oO. Pierre, iam just trying to find out where you 
᾿ want to leaves this. ΝΞ 


MR, SALINGER: I bave left this. 


Q. Pierre, can we develop this problem coasistent 
with the confines of your statement? You say Stevenson strongly 


ον Supported the President, Could it be that tnis story was based — 


on the fact that during the proceedings of the NSC Stevenson had 
some other ideas and once the decision was made, naturally he 
would support it. At any time during this time did Governor 
Stevenson ever support or advocate (dealing off these bases: ΟΣ 
ours in other parts of the world? - 


ἃ ἃ ᾧ καὶ αὶ αὶ αὶ 


MR, SALINGER: Let 2 say OFF THE RECORD, Smitty, 


BORER 
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there is no useful purpose in taking each of the individuals 

woo Sat on these deliberations and saying "This is where he stood 
on Tuesday or Wednesday.'' The President needs to have the 
frankest exchange of views. He needs to have the widest latitude 
of views. Nothing is accomplished when the vroblem comes up 
whether these people, after the discussion was held, were against 
it or in support. I have made tais very clear. 


᾿ῷ, Could you clarify the role of Bolshakov in this? 
What was his relationsnip before he went tack to ioscow? 


MR. SALINGER: ff couldn't comment on that. 


Q. Pierre, on this subject that you refer to that the 
President has never taiked to any reporters, have you gathered 
together a chronclogy of the crisis? Now, paying due respect to 
the recognized ability of both Mr. Alsop and Mr. Bartlett, none of 
the rest of these chronologies have had tne kind of intimate 
detaii of who stocd where on what position, as the Saturday 
Evening Post ssems to have.,. 


Now, if these discussions are best left secret, don't 
Lo you think a rule ras been violated by some members of tne White 
_ House staff, because no other reporter -- 


WR, SALINGER: Let me go C¥F THR BFCORD, 


oY I wouldn't make the assumption there was a member 
ν΄ of the White House staff. There were ld pecpile. 


»- Q. People involved ia the Executive Committse7 
MR, SALINGER: I am not going to get into that aspect. 


9, Sandy raises the point that any of us who went 
on these were all told no mention of the people or positions 
for ospvious reasons; that you cannot conduct busizess this way. 

\ | 


ον 


MR, SALINGSR: That has been our position, 


| ῷ, These were limited meetings with a limited’ number 
of people in attendance. Somebody must have, as Sandy says, gone 
-way out of the rules. 


MR,’ SALINGER: You can draw that assumption. " You don't 


need me. | Ρ 
. : . Lf 


“Q.. Are we making it up out of whole cloth or is it 
true? 


MR, SALINGER: T am not aware of how the information was 
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Q. I would ratner not have tne arguuent changed 
around. 


MR, SALINGER: I am getting around to the neart of 
the matter, 
ι 


' @. Can we get it on the record on this problen, 
because it is rather directly on the language of your statement. 


You speak of the deep secrecy Surrounding these matters, Obviously 


a high-ranking member, one or more, of this Administration doesn! 
agree, and have talen independent action to renort what went on 
in a security meeting with the President. ἢν question to you is: 
Is the President doing anytoing about this? 


MR. SALINGER: My statement stands. 


9, Does the President know where the information 
came from? 


΄ 


ΜΗ, SALINGER: I don't know. 


Q. Pierre, there seems to be a pattern estabiished 
which again, first with Chester Bowles last summer, aad now 
continues wits Stevenson, are alwavs lumped together as being 
softeliners on various aspects of American poiicies, is the 
President or the White House prepared to issue a statement back- 
ing up Stevenson in this particular case? 


MR. SA“LINGER: I just issued a statemant. 
Q. But a statement denying the charges? 
WR. SALINGSR: Σ just issued a statement. 


| Q. Pierre, couid you tell us if the President is 
satisfied with Hr. Stevenson as his UN Ambassador? 
HR, SALINGER: I nave answered that question on the 
record. Do you want to go back and find it? I stated cate- 
gorically the an wer to tnat question, Bill. 


@. I said generally. 


MR, SALINGER: 1 was asked if he was going to be 
replaced and £ Suid there is no question about that, | 


@;, ἴθ the Presideat happy with Mr. Stevenson? 


MR. SALINGER: If he wasn't, do you think he would 


ee ree — -- . 
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whether these people, after the discussion was held, were against 
Lt or it support. I have made this very clear, 


@. Could you clarify the role of Bolshakov in this? 
What was his relationship before he went back to Moscow? 


WR, SALINGER: I couldn't comment on that. 


Q. Pierre, oa this subject that you refer to that the 
President has never talked to any reporters, have you gathered 
together a chronology of the crisis? Now, paying due respect to 
the recognized ability of both Mr. Alsop and Mr. Bartlett, none of 
the rest of these chronclogies have had the kind of intimate 
Getail of who stood where on what position, as the Saturday 
Evening Post seems to have,. 


Now, if these discussions are best left secret, don't 
you think a rule has teen violated by some members of the White 
House staff, “because no other reporter -~ 


ΜΒ, SALINGER: Let me go C¥F THE ΦΡΟΘΕΣ), 


I woulda't make the assumption there was a member 
of the i/bite House staff. There were 15 people. 


Q@. People involved in the Executive Committee? 
HR, SALINGER: f£ am not going to get into that aspect, 


Q. Sandy raises the point that any of us who went 
on these were all told no mention of the people or positions 
for obvious reasons; that you cannot conduct business this way. 


MR, SALINGER: That has been our position. 


Q@. These were limited meetings with a limited number 
of people in attendance. Somebody must have, as Sandy says, gone 
way out of the rules. 


HR,’ SALINGER: © You can draw that assumption. You don't 
nesd me, ; - " 
Qe Are we making it up out of whole cloth or is it 
true? 


MR. SALINGER: IE am not aware of how the information was 
gathered and it think my statement stands. 


| : Q@. Those who went on those recaps, as Ned Says, were 
told politely but firmly "We are not: going to get into anything | 
Substantive of who stands where." Then this article comes out | 
- written at the same time these other things were being done, 


MR. SALINGER: Sandy, OFF THE RECORD, you are getting 
a very gocd look at Mr. Manniags problem, my problem, and Mr. 
| Sylvester's problem, 
_ ' MORE 


. ——— ener — gw WEE  CSUUSLU UV GS aaa VS 

the matter, | 
? 

' Q. Can we get it on the record on this problen, 

because it is rather directly on the language of your statement. 

You speak of the deep secrecy surrounding these matters. Obviously 

@ high-ranking member, one or more, of this Administration doesn't 

agree, and bave taken independent action to renort what went on 

in a security meeting with the President. ΕΥ̓͂ question to you is: 

Is the President doing anything about this? 


MR,SALINGER: Wy statement stards, 


Q. Does the President know where the information 
came from? 


΄ 


MR, SALINGER: I don't know. 


Q. Pierre, there seems to be a pattern established 
which again, first with Chester Bowles last summer, and now 
coatinies wita Stevenson, are alwavs lumped together as ceing 
softeliners on varisus aspects of American policies. Is the 
President or the White House prepared to issue a statement back- 
ing up Stevenson in this particular case? 


MR, SALINGER: I just issued a statemant. 
Q@. But a statement denying the charges? 
WR, SALINGER: Σ just issued a statement. 


9. Pierre, could you teil us if the President is 
Satisfied with Hr. Stevenson as his UN Ambassador? 


HR, SALINGER: If have answered that question on the 


record. Do you want to go back and find it? I stated cate- 
gorically the an wer to that question, Bill. 


Q. I said generally. 


MR, SALINGER: I was asked if he was going to be 
replaced and {i said there is no question about that. 


@. Is the President happy with Mr. Stevenson? 


MR, SALINGER: If ne wasn't, do you think he would 
keep him there? 


| Q. 1 can only say that Stevenson's advisors described 
this job as a hatchet job and.ihney are completely flabbergasted 
by it, and Σὲ don't think your Statement begins to cover the sort 


of” “thing” that ‘Stevenson will need if he is going to Stay. On. 


Qe The: Governor said the President spoke to nim briefly 
about this this morning. Has the President spoken with Charlie 
Bartlett or Stewart Alsop about it? 

MR, SALINGER: I couldn't tell you about that. 
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Q. Pierre, we talked to Governor Stevenson and asked 
him did he discuss this matter with the President, and he said, 
"well, the President brought it up with me and told me about the 
statement he was going to make," | | 


| UR. SALINGER: He was referring to this svatement. 
It was shown to Governor Stevenson, : 


ῷ. Pierre, ig it not true that following the Cuban 
crisis that Mr. Bartlett was a week end guest at Glen Ora? 


WR, SALINGER: I have no idea of that. 


Q. Pierre, is there an official chronology of this 
Cuban thing that is going to be made public? 


MR. SALINGER: We are not vlanning to make anything 
public. | ; | 


Q@. Is the White House unhappy about the appearance af 
this article, distressed that this information became public? 


ΔῈ. SALINGER: I have made the statement. 


Le 
ΝΕ | Q. Is the President going to have a press conference 
this week? | 

MR, SALINGER: I don't Enow yet. 

Q@. The magazine makes the point that Stevenson was 
not in line with most of the members of the Executive Committee, 
but after the decision was made, he strongly supported it at the 

_.. UN. Your statement Says what happens is secret. After that he 
supported it, so you end up agreeing with the articie. | 
| MR, SALINGER; Tht is not my understanding of what the 
_ , article says; however, I haven’t read it. 
: Q . Ὁ, Pierre, you Say you haven't read this articles and 


the White House is issuing a statement without reading the article 
τς and the President hasn't read it? | 


ΜΒ. SALINGER: I haven't read it. 


@. Has the President read it? 


-- τον va 
a” 


TR, SALINGER: I couldn't tell you. | 7 ον 


Q. How long will the Governor hold is present σοῦ 


MR, SALINGER: He was referring to this statement. 
τε was shown te Governor Stevenson. 


Qe Pierre, is it not true that following the Cuban 
crisis that Mr. Bartlett was a week end guest at Glen Ora? 


Ἐπ, SALINGER: I have no idea of that. 


Q. Pierre, is there an official chronology of this 
Caban thing that is going to be made public? , 


ΜΉ. SALINGER: We are not planning to make anything 
public. ᾿ 


®. Is the White House unhappy avout the appearance of 
this article, distréssed that this information became public? 


“iR, SALINGER: I have made the statement. 


Q. Is the President going to have a press conference 
‘this week? 


MR, SALINGER: I don't know yet, 


Q. The magazine makes the point that Stevenson was 
not in line with most of the mempers of the Executive Committee, 
but arter the decision was made, he strongly supported it at the 
UN, Your statement says what happens is secret. After that be 
| Supported it, so you end up agreeing with the article. 


WR, SALINGER: Tht ds not my understanding of what the 


\ article says; however, © haven't read it. 


Q . Q. Pierre, you say you haven't read this article and 
the White House is issuing a statement without reading the article 
and the President hasn't read it? 


MR, SALINGER: | I haven't read it. 

.Q. Has the President read it? 
QR, SALINGER: 1 couldn't tell you. | va 
Q. How long will the Governor hold is present job? 
Mik. ALINGER: EK have answered the question. 


Q. You said there was no question of replacing him? 
Is there a time Limit ας on that? 


Q. -Is Ambassador Stevenson seeing the President | 
privately today in addition to the other meeting? 


MR. SALINGER: That question has been answered by your 


-.-..- 


colleagues. 
THE PRESS: Taank you, ix. Secretary. 


END 


